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Experts baffled by 
UFO sightings 


MORE tales of the unex¬ 
plained are doing the rounds 
in Waltham Forest. 

Following reports of ghost¬ 
ly goings-on at The Village 
pub come claims of UFO 
sightings. 

Painter and decorator 
Tony Golbourne. of Wigton 
Road. Walthamstow, says he 
saw a large orange obiect 
hovenng in the skv when he 
looked out of his bedroom 
window in the middle of last 
Monday night. 

Said Tony: "It looked big¬ 
ger than a dinner plate if you 
held it up against the win¬ 
dow, I have never seen any¬ 
thing like it." 

He said it could not have 
been the moon as there was a 
new moon in the sky last 
week. 

"People tend to think 
you re pulling their leg or 
you re a raving nutcase if 
vou tell them these things 
but in all my life 1 have never 
seen anything like what I 
saw the other night. 


"I was shocked and a little 
bit frightened." 

This is not the first time 
Tony has seen unidentified 
objects floating above 
Walthamstow. 

In the summer he said that 
he had on several occasions 
seen a blinding white sphere 
edging towards him from the 
north. 

However, at that time in 
July, a meteor shower was 
passing through the solar 
system, leaving a trail of 
white light in its wake. 

But Tony is not the only- 
one to have seen strange and 
unexplained events. Ching- 
ford resident Melinda Good¬ 
ing of Kingsley Gardens, 
told the Guardian that she 
saw a blinding white light in 
the sky on Sunday evening. 

Rov Lake, of the locai 
branch of London UFO Stud¬ 
ies, said he was quite con¬ 
cerned at the recent happen¬ 
ings. 

"I have a feeling there’s 
something going on, particu¬ 


larly in Walthamstow." he 
said. "There has been a lot of 
activity in the skies recent¬ 
ly." 

A spokesman for the Met 
Office m London said that it 
had received no reports of 
strange sightings. 

The police, too. have heard 
nothing. Inspector Chris 
Jackson at Chingford told 
the Guardian: "There's been 
no talk of it. We would expect 
to have heard of something 
like that " 

London UFO Studies holds 
its next meeting on Novem 
ber 24. at the Unitv Hall 
Bramley Close. Waltham 
stow. 

Member Mana Ward, who 
has already appeared with 
Esther Rantzen in a TV 
interview, claims to have 
been abducted by aliens. She 
will talk about her experi¬ 
ences at the meeting, which 
is from 7.30 to llpm. 

Entry costs £4 to non-mem¬ 
bers and £2 for members and 
concessions. 
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UFO was just a lot of hot air 


BAFFLED motorists stopped 
their ears as a mysterious glowing 
globe appeared in the night sky 
above the Moorlands. 

The huge while ‘blob' - complete 
with red flashing lights - appeared 
to drift over the Dilhorne. Wetlcy 
Rocks and Leek area on Sunday 
night before disappearing in the dis¬ 
tance. 

Police received several calls from 
worried families who feared they 


By Phil Edmeades 


had seen a UFO. But the mystery 
glow was actually an advertising 
airship operated by an electronics 
company. 

The UFO theory was shot down 
hv Sgt Barry Shottleworth. of Leek 
police. He said: "I was out walking 
my dog on Sunday evening when I 
saw the glow in the sky. 

•‘It had red flashing lights and 


from a distance 1 suppose it did look 
a hit strange. 

"But as it came nearer I could see 
it was an airship and had the name 
of a major electronics company 
written on its side." 

Student Lisa Motum. of Stockwell 
Street. Leek, also saw the glow in 
the sky. 

She said: "It was very strange. I 
didn't know what it was and I did¬ 
n't know what to do.l just stared al 
it in disbelief." 







I’ve seen a UFO, 
villager tells police 

A WORRIED villager alerted police list 
nighl after he spotted a suspected UFO 
hovering in the skies over Norfolk. 

The man telephoned officers at Great 
Yarmouth claiming he saw the flashing 
blue and white star-shaped disc above 
Freethorpe. 

He told police the mystery object was 
in the area for about 30 minutes before it 
moved off into the night. 

PC Martin Petersen said: “He sounded 



quite genuine according to the officers 
who spoke to him. We had no other 
reported sightings in the area." 


EASTERN EVENING NEWS 

04 NOV 95 


























Eric Sykes frets over 
the future of comedy 


E ric sykes is 12 . 
stone deaf, virtu¬ 
ally blind and is 
convinced of the 
existence of UFOs. 

"I firmly believe they 
are observing the Earth, 
ready to step in to save 
things so we don't blow 
the planet away.” he said, 
in a rare interview in a 
London office shared with 
Spike Milligan. 

“The Government has 
been concealing evidence 
and has put a lid on it. 

"Do you bnow in Amer¬ 
ica you can insure your¬ 
self against being 
abducted and they've 
had a claim already?~ 
says the comic, whose 
third novel is entitled. 
UFOs Arc Coming 
Wednesday. 

He avoids the press if he 
can. "I've had a very interest¬ 
ing life and I'm proud of it. 
but it's a private life.” he 
explains in soft Lancashire 
tones. “1 prefer that what 
people see is what they see 


By William Sitwell 

on stage and on screen. I'm 
fairly reclusive and certainly 
don't want people to know 
what I eat for breakfast. " 

A vital ingredient in post¬ 
war British comedy. Sykes 
wrote for Tony Hancock. 
Frankie Howerd. co-wrote 
the Goon Show with Milligan 
and starred with Hattie 
Jacques in his own comedy 
series tor 20 years. It aver¬ 
aged 20 million viewers and 
was the longest running 
show on British television. 

T ODAY Svkes is not so 
enthusiastic about the 
state of British TV and 
worries about young comedi¬ 
ans. 

“Television does a lot of 
damage to people if it's their 
first experience of show- 
business. Comedy is a deep 
psychological science that 
you have to learn by watch¬ 
ing other comics. 

"Sadly this form of learn¬ 
ing is gone because our the¬ 
atres are disappearing. They 
are pulling them down, build¬ 


ing monstrosities that have 
little to do with theatre and 
more to do with restaurants 
and car parking. Theatres 
used to be our universities 
betore appearing on televi¬ 
sion. So when we got our 
break we had an education. 

"Today young comics are 
thrust out there with nothing 
and 1 teel sorry for them. 

"They're not given the 
chance to learn and are 
put into the front line 
with a catapult rather 
than an Armalite rifle " 

Of today's comic talents 
Rory Breniner is a favourite: 
"He is absolutely brilliant, as 
are Victoria Wood and Paul 
Merton. I like Rowan Atkin¬ 
son but wish he hadn't done 
Mr Bean. I think it's dreadful. 

“If he walks down the 
street and gets hit on the 
head, he over reacts. 

“In reality if an Englishman 


walks down the 
street and gets 
hit. the first 
thing he does is 
look around to 
see ii anyone 
saw it. Then he 
rubs his head." 

Sykes wears 
glasses with no 
glass (they are a 
sophisticated hearing 
aid) and spends much of 
his time writing scripts. 

But his sight is so poor 
he can no longer read. 

So he writes in blocks 
and has chunks read out 
to him for revision. 

He does not strike one as a 
recluse, so 1 grill him about 
that breakfast. He reveals: "1 
have three spoonfuls of a 
kind of bran they give horses. 
It’s a bit like sand." 

I am left none the wiser. 
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UFO mystery 
baffles city 

NORWICH was today at the cen¬ 
tre of a baffling UFO mystery over 
this spectacular picture which 
has gripped the nation. 

The silent, biscuit-shaped object was cap¬ 
tured bv stunned Glen Webster on his cam¬ 
corder in the sk\ above Mile Cross 
Expert- are now examining the tape in a 
bid to discover exactly what 32-ycar-old 
Glen saw trom his window 
The unemployed painter and decorator 
today revealed reading the Evening News 
prompted mm to tell of his sighting 
The amazing film has surtaced just days 
alter wc told how motorist Nick C'olman was 
tracked b\ a myslenous light near Avlsham. 

The sighting- have reopened the UFO 
debate and leli everyone wondering if there 
really is something out there 
Glen scrambleu across his room to grab his 
camcorder and capture the mystery object, 
zig-zagging above his home 
He ran ouL-idc to get a better shot before it 
headed off toward- Great ^ amiouth But he 
did noi even look at it again 
until alter he had tiimed bonfire 
nigh: celebration- 
Fathcr-of-two Glen. of 
Appievard Crescent, said: "If it 
hadn't beer tor the -tone- in the 
Evening NewI wouldn't na\-. 
had tne confidence to tell anv- 
onc abou: i: 

"1 haci i'm’ tne camcorder lor 
bontir- nicr ami it was only 
wnen I w.i- snowing the tape to 
my parent- tr.at tnev convince.: 


Dy GREG MILAM 
and STEVE SILK 


me to tell someone.** he said 

“When I zoomed in on im 
shape I couldn't believe it I 
moved forward and tripped 
over my hi-fi. It made no sound 
and 1 gasped when I saw it 
sluHit inwards the moo: 

' I have alwavs beer, a bit 
sceptical about thi- tvpr oi - 


thing bus this 
mg 

Wile Lesley 
had load- ««f L* 
around neic sir 
In.- special* 
smaller hack; 
whicn could 
Tne minute 
blaLt. ofiecl 
passim: jkhis- 
head snap. | 
betore zooming 


original, which .. 
already been copyrighted, n 
been sent to UFO boftin- 
Experts say it bears a stnkn 
similarity to a stenting in Nc 
Zealand in lOTs * 

Glen's sighting is ben 
linked with iwo others on t 
same night revealed t*\ n 
Evening News this week 
A mar. called Yarmou 
poiice after seeing a strao 
disc over Frceihor 


and computer engineer Mr 
Colman told now a bright light 
followed his car 
Expert lar Simmon-. British 
editor of tne Foraear 1 imes. 
wmen records strange phenom¬ 
ena. watched me vide, 

"The obicc: doe- no: benavc 
like anything »? know about I* 
is uniucntiiiahlc and thi- is d 
vers interesting signtir.j. " 

■ “We are not crackpots' 

— page 15. 


SPOOKY: 

the image 
captured Dy 
Gten Webster 
on his 

camcorder in 
tne sky over 
Norwich 
Experts say 
the UFO 
does not 
behave like 
anything they 
know about 
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UPDATE 


with Jon Peake 


AH-HA! Il appears several of you did see those 
weird lights in \\ igan a eouple of weeks ago. 

W hat were they? Who knows? 

It seems that there were about four or five 
lights. some were red and some were white. 
They were very small and moxing hack and 
forth in the same area of the sky for about an 
hour. 

\ woman and her husband from I’oolstock 
saw the objects. 

said the woman: "Ihi re were a load of us 
slandinu outside looking at them in the skv. 

I hey weren't aircraft and they weren't lasers. 
I lies looked more like stars really - they were 
small Imt moving about although they stopped 
moving now and again. There was no noise and 
they kept darting hack and forth." 

She went on: "I had always been sceptical 
about I l‘Os before I saw those strange objects. 
Now I don't know what to believe." 

( an anyone offer an explanation as to what 
they were. Were they some kind of laser being 
u»ed as a promotion exercise? 

\nother lady wrote in to my good self this 
week. She too saw something odd. 

I he woman from Higher line xavs she has 
seen things in the sky live times in two weeks. 
One night she saw two sets of unidentified 
objects in ihe skv. 

Have you seen anything strange in the skies 
above Wigan? Contact Jon I’eake on 22X000. 

In the next I H> update - a Kilt Orcen man 
tells of the night he was abducted hv aliens. 

WIGAN REPORTER (incorp 
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Suspicious 
sightings 
recorded by 
UFO expert 

A SP ATE of suspicious sight¬ 
ings have been reported in 
Essex in the Iasi month, 
according to Sheridan Lane, 
an investigator with a LEO 
magazine. 

Mrs Lane, trom Box ted. 
works tor the l K-based L FO 
Studies and is hoping to set up 
a Colchester branch to cover 
these and future incidents. 

She has received eight 
reports tront ten sources m 
November, which state that 
across the region, witnesses 
have seen numerous umdcnlt- 
ied living objects. 

Mrs Lane also believes that 
“something vciy -irange is 
going on m Clacton. There 
have been a lot ol sightings. ' 

Anyone with inlormaiion 
concerning t FOx should con¬ 
tact Koy Luke at l. 1*0 Stud* 
iex. on IIIX| ;7ii 0 d |0 People 
interested in loinmg a Colch¬ 
ester branch ol l i t) Maga¬ 
zine should also contact Mr 
Lake. 
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‘UFO’ sightings are 
blamed on helicopter 


STRANGE swirling lights seen in 
the sky over Bath had local people 
puzzled at the weekend. 

But today the phenomenon that 
provoked fears of a UFO presence 
was revealed. 

The most likely explanation is 
that the strange sight was a heli¬ 
copter providing special transport 
for the Children in Need appeal 

People in Oldfield Park. Bear 
Elat and Perrymead spotted the 
lights from 9pm on Fridav to 3am 
Saturday. 

Brenda Evans, of Chantrv Mead 
Road, saw the lights around 
1 2.45am and described them as 
like a lit torch making patterns on 
a ceiling. 

She said: "There were revolving 
lights as big as a football field." 


By Sue Walters 

Martin Plumley. of Dorset 
Street in Oldfield Park, spotted the 
lights around 2.30-3am. 

He said: "There were about two 
dozen round lights. It didn't look 
like lasers.” 

Marion Martin, of Perrymead. 
kept awake to watch the spectacle 
from 9pm to 3am. 

She said: "1 was up until 3am 
because I was mystified. It was 
quite bright.'' 

The helicopter was provided by 
Sweb to shuttle presenters around 
the BBC West region for Children 
in Need. 

A spokesman said: "There were 
lights on the side of the helicopter 
and it could have been used until 
quite early in the morning 
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UFO hunt on 

CARLISLE: UFO 

investigators are 
hunting for witnesses 
to bright light seen 
speeding over Warwick 
Road towards the 
Stanwix area on 
Sunday evening, 
leaving a broad band of 
yellow light behind it. 

It wn« knotted by a 
Can: io say 

it was as :... n 
aircraf' *- - ,ow to 
U - .. . 
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Mysteries in sky 
help swell ranks 
of UFO spotters 


b y KATIE WATSON-SMYTH 

The Birmingham Post 

It was a large black object 

oa e hJhf, am V nd Uobes of 
pale lights at the end and it 

^ckfnr Ihe S r over SmcIh - 

d«pSrS" ! ' COn,1S ^ 

of apparent umden- 
h,? d K 0y 8 n° b,ects such as 
have by k 0ne Blrrnin gham man 

arnnnB fn° me S ° Common 

ai ‘°“ nd ' be region that the 
forre S H U , F0 watc " ers have been 
tmns CXPand Ihe,r °P era - 
Birmingham UFO Society or¬ 
ganisers Rob and Marilvn Ald- 
worth said they used to hold 

W ! S ,n ,he,r Erdington 
home but now so manv people 

t inl f- re . s,ed that ihev have 
had to tind new premises. 

nnn?ki have also s,an ed a hi- 
rcpomng 

wh0 herself 
i y had one ^ght.ng m 
Scotkind said: “There is much 
more awareness of ,t nowadays 
and people are more willing io 

l 0 hT- C ,J 0rWard and describe 
*hat they have seen. 

"Nobody knows where thev 
- e trom but so manv 
o. the descriptions are consis- 
;-“ nt and ;;; a pattern so we are 
■ Ding to investigate them ali " 

, CUnen } obsess '°n with 
uUM caused many people in 

ad The « n ° Ba l sal1 Hca, h to 
Host after 

strange lients were seen in ihe 
vicy last weex. Police couid not 

BIRMINGHAM POST 
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_ c _ - ucing used 

as part ol a show during a din- 
1,?’ ‘he Fone Crest Hotel. 

B^m n r „°h 0k Q ucensw ay. for ihe 
Birmingham premiere of the 
btest James Bond film Golden- 

bc%iSd AldW<mh ,s m “ 

'No-one can sav for sure 
'vhat is hut 1 am sure that 
he Government has a lot more 
information on the subject 
"Many people believe that 
they come lor reproduction 
purposes and I think that per- 
haps they need energy because 
hey are olten spotted near pv- 

sald ° r around air Ports." she 

hln e i S t° C ' ety J sa . vs 'here has 
been 14 recorded sightings in 
the Midlands this year and the 
common lactor is that ihev all 
move extremely fast and make 
no noise. 

Mrs Aldxvonh has compiled a 
ist ol ihe sightings which have 
included silver balls seen iloat- 
jng, m ihe sky and rotating 

rW Z? had a cail from 

hac Policemen who saw a 
i.'owme white object turn green 

N)uses' nk d ° Wn behind «mc 

3 helicopter xv as even sent 
'., u! ihe billowing dav io see if 
• here was any evidence on the 
ground. 

\nd she claims that several 
peoni-* ontacted the society af- 
ter ae orb was seen hover- 
I ally Ho police club 
aaston a tew months 





Experts baffled b> 
UFO sightings 


MORE tales of the unex¬ 
plained are doing the rounds 
in Waltham Forest. 

Following reports of ghost¬ 
ly goings-on at The Village 
pub come c laims of UFO 
sightings. 

Painter and decorator 
Tony Golbourne, of Wigton 
Road, Walthamstow, says he 
saw a large orange object 
hovering in the sky when he 
looked out of his bedroom 
window in the middle of last 
Monday night. 

Said Tony: “It looked big¬ 
ger than a dinner plate if you 
held it up against the win¬ 
dow, I have never seen any¬ 
thing like it.” 

He said it could not have 
been the moon as there was a 
new moon in the sky last 
week. 

"People tend to think 
you’re pulling their leg or 
you’re a raving nutcase if 
you tell them these things 
but in all my life I have never 
seen anything like what I 
saw the other night. 


“I was shocked and a little 
bit frightened.” 

This is not the first time 
Tony has seen unidentified 
objects floating above 
Walthamstow. 

In the summer he said that 
he had on several occasions 
seen a blinding white sphere 
edging towards him from the 
north. 

However, at that time in 
July, a meteor shower was 
passing through the solar 
system, leaving a trail of 
white light in its wake. 

But Tony is not the only 
one to have seen strange and 
unexplained events. Ching- 
ford resident Melinda Good¬ 
ing, of Kingsley Gardens, 
told the Guardian that she 
saw a blinding white light in 
the sky on Sunday evening. 

Roy Lake, of the local 
branch of London UFO Stud¬ 
ies, said he was quite con¬ 
cerned at the recent happen¬ 
ings. 

“I have a feeling there's 
something going on, particu¬ 


larly in Walthamstow,” he 
said. “There has been a lot of 
activity in the skies recent¬ 
ly.” 

A spokesman for the Met 
Office in London said that it 
had received no reports of 
strange sightings. 

The police, too, have heard 
nothing. Inspector Chris 
Jackson at Chingford told 
the Guardian: "There’s been 
no talk of it. We would expect 
to have heard of something 
like that.” 

London UFO Studies holds 
its next meeting on Novem¬ 
ber 24, at the Unity Hall, 
Bramley Close, Waltham¬ 
stow. 

Member Maria Ward, who' 
has already appeared with 
Esther Rantzen in a TV 
interview, cl aims to have 
been abducted by aliens. She 
will talk about her experi¬ 
ences at the meeting, which 
is from 7.30 to 11pm. 

Entry costs £4 to non-mem¬ 
bers and £2 for members and 
concessions. 
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Invasion 
of UFOs? 

£ I U?i rfL 8 plane? is this 

■ Unidentified Flying Object? 

' S t M R ^ k . OB M rien V a fifth-form pupil at 
St Bedes, Manchester, did wonder a 
bit when he saw this image on his bed 

So he grabbed his Vivitar 35 camera 
aimed at the wall and pressed the but- 

like U a t l'i l ^ 1 CUri0U8 l mage i°°king just 
was - “/act, a reflection of 

fuS rni^wf K n “ V* ble -~ For a moment, it 

shmfll.h haVC ***" a Martian space¬ 
ship flashing acrosa the Cheshire^ky - 


the universe 
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Tales of UFOs 
come flying in 

STRANGE tales of 
unidentified objects 
continue to come flying 
into the Evening News 
after our front page story 
on Saturday. Security 
engineer James Mason, 

21, called us with a scary 
tale from “UFO Friday”. 

EASTERN EVENING NEWS 
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Fantac'ic lights prove frightening sight for driver 


STRANGE talcs of unidentified 
objects continue to come flying into 
the Evening News after our front¬ 
page story on Saturday. 

Last week we told how motorist 
Nick Colman was tracked by a mys¬ 
terious light on a road near Aylsham 
last Friday. 

The same night, a motorist called 
Great Yaimouth police after seeing a 
spinning disc in the sky over 
Freelhorpe. 

And then on Saturday Glenn 


MYSTERY 
OBJECT: 

the flying 
disc filmed 
by Glenn 
Webster 

Webster from 
his amazing film of a weird biscuit¬ 
shaped object near his house, record¬ 
ed on Friday night. 

His minute of camcorder footage 
has been sent off to UFO experts 


who admit to being baffled by the 
zig-zagging, quick-moving flying 
disc. 

Now security engineer James 
Mason, 21. of Angel Road, has 
described how he was driving back 
from King's Lynn at about 4.50pm 
on the previous Friday when a blue 
light appeared in his rear view mir¬ 
ror as he passed through 
Bawdeswell, near Dercham. 

Thinking it was a police cai, he 
pulled over and got out of his car. 


only to discover the light had gone. 

“Then my car lights went off ani 
on again. I looked up and rcalisei 
this light had gone overhead and wa 
about 200 yards in front of me am 
about 100 ft in the air. 

"It wasn't flashing it was spinning 
it looked like a Catherine Wheel. 

Mi Mason added: "I was s 
freaked out I turned back and cam 
back on a different road and the 
went down to lielhel Street Pain 
Station to report it." 



Mile Cross showed 
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UFO even! is 
out-er space 


STUNNED organisers 
of Tyneside’s first UFO 
convention had to turn 
people away because 
of overcrowding. 

UFO fanatics 
descended on the con¬ 
vention and organisers 
turned 130 people 
away from the event in 
Ellison Building, 
Newcastle. 

The Chronicle 
revealed how a rise in 
reported UFO and 
alien sightings in the 
region prompted 
BUFORA (British UFO 
Research Association) 
to stage the lecture. 


• UFO SUCCESS 

- Gloria Dixon 
North East. Co-ordina¬ 
tor Gloria Dixon said: 
“We didn’t realise the 
enormous interest up 
here." 

The next event is on 
January 27. 


NEWCASTLE UPON 
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Star goes star-gazing 

LIAM Tyson, guitarist with Cast, has 
claimed he has seen UFOs In the sky. 

Tyson is a strong believer In aliens 
from outer space. He said: "We were 
watching this star at about 2am when 
another one came out of It -they were 
spinning prouqd each other.” 

IPSWICH EVENING STAR 
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Trendspotter 


Sid you see a UFO? 

\ UFO which was seen over Crewe on bonfire night 
'-as an airship, according to Crewe police. 

But people who saw the object floating across Frank 
Vebb Avenue are still puzzled about one thing - what 
'.ere the strange blue and red lights which were seen 
'hooting out of either end? 

Several people saw the glowing “balls" detach them¬ 
selves from the larger, oval object and fly off. 

The object appeared over Crewe at 7.55pm on Sunday 
and then moved off towards Alsager. 

UFO enthusiasts in the area are still interested in 
the sighting, and anyone with any information can 
contact them through the Crewe Guardian on 257253. 

RE WE & NANTWICH GUARDIAN 
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Mystery as 
UFOs land « 

in Fargate t 

FLYING saucers have landed m 

in Fargate. Sheffield! Those C 

mysterious metal structures c /3 

have turned out to be lamp C *£> 

standards. £ 

And the lights look strangely Z O 

like UFOs. C 2 

Don’t look now but they are Co 

soon to start breeding. The 
city council likes them so 
much they will also be 
installed in the High Street. 

THE SCOTSMAN 
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A Stratford man and ha two 
dauthten. aged 14 and 15. 
saw, not ant but ton UFOs 
uMeMaratutne. Here ? the 

daughter's account of what 
happened. 
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P auline Millard, one of the 
two daughters who wit¬ 
nessed this strange phenome¬ 
na says: “Kelly, dad and I 
were outside looking at the 
stars. A strange gold lights 
with two red dots caught 
Kellys eyes. 1 started saying 
it was a UFO. Then my dad 
looked at it through the 
binoculars and said “It looks 
like a moving planet" I tried 
to grab the binoculars but the 
gold/red lights split into three 
smaller orange/yellow lights 
which zoomed across the sky 
at a great speed, zig-zagging 
in and out of one another and 
disappeared. We all discussed 
what had happened and 
again began to look at the 
stars. About two minutes 
later, around 10 more of the 
orange/yellow lights flew over 
just as the ones before and 
disappeared in the same 
place.’* 

SS2 FLONDONRECORDE >* 


A LIENS -ave landed in 
Bonnyornge. if you 
believe concerned 
residents wnc r ave reported over 
2.000 UFO s grtm-.s over the last 
three years Everything from 
floating cigar snaped oojects to 
flashing lights nave been 
witnessed in the Scott sh sky 
and the mystery nas attracted 
reporters ana scientists from all 
over the wor d 
Now. Mienael Hutchinson of 
the UK Skeotcs Society, and 
Simon Hoggart. Guardian 
columnist, nave come together 
to debum •-= myths As co¬ 
authors of Bizarre Belters 
ouDlishea tr - week. they offe' 
alternative r at o"ai explanations 
to UFOs arc a .vnole neao of 
otne r : .o-:a. paranormal 
phenomena - t-ieir dr ve to 
uncover re* ana fraud", 
nothing s sa'e. "om tarot 
r eaoina to -jo'otism. the 
Bermuda Tr a- ate to the Curse 
of Tuta knar- 
UFOs get s-ort shrift "At 
Bonnybnoce v- ; ■( strange 
mat we nave cads of sightings 
yet none o' -e- tally’"'asr.s 
Hutchinsr' V .?: witnesses are 
well intent o-eo out rmsguiaeo. 
ne assert: ■ .s u maliv susoec: 
mat a try- a -;_cer is aoout to 
.ana ;r. . ..r --- vara you re 


hardly in the oest mood for 
calmly noting exactly what is 
going on " 

The gullibility of the human 
mind is a key factor in 
perpetuating belief in 
paranormal events. The authors 
make the point that eye witness 



Alien invaders, Thirties style 


reports of little ureen men only 
started flooding in after the rise 
oi the black ana wrnte gothic 
horror movie. The first flying 
sauce' was seen -n 1907 Our 
own Locn Ness Monster d'd not 


r eallv begin to create waves nt 
merest until 1933 ana no-one 
was officially aboucteo by aliens 
until tne Sixties. 

Hoaxers play on this gullibility 
and have long enjoyed 
manufacturing mysteries 
Doctored photographs of UFOs 
were practically a cottage 
industry 20 years ago and more 
recently, crop circles have held 
the nation in thrall. Despite 
televised confessions by several 
of the more prolific hoaxers, 
many people still believe that 
crop circles are made bv aliens 
irom outer space "Even 
melliqent neonle aoore 
mysteries", explains 
Hutchinson. 

So what 5 the harm ’ 
Hutchinson 15 adamant that me 
took 15 not just for snoilsno'ts. 
"Holding information oao. 
from people is atwavs wrong, 1 
don't really care what ceonie 
ceheve but tnev neeo to cm 
able to mane uo then ow" 
minds taking into at count ail 
the evidence ' 

• Bizarre Beliefs bv s.-mon 
Hoggart and Michae 
Hutchinson, published c. Rtcnara 
Conen Books, priced £2u 
oaperaacK £'2. 


Thea Jourdan 














ISTCANG6 BUT TRUE? 1 


Hew beneath him near can be rationally 
Preston, Lancashire. explained. Cockoril 
in 1967. He was told spheres, however, 
by his senior captain in the other five pci 
to keep quiet. He said cent. 'For 17 years, 
quite clearly it would I've wondered wha' 
compromise our saw that night,’ saj 

careers. 1 he says. Cockerill. now 65. 

‘I am sure officials always used to pot 
keep sightings quiet pooh UFOs but not 
because they still now. On starry nigl 
have no idea what I look up and wond 
UFOs are,' says Jenny who or what really 

Randles. 'It's . . 

a cover-up of their 
own ignorance.' 

She claims that 95 
per cent of sightings 


been spotted over 
Malta and Italy.' 

Cockerill describes 
his close encounter in 
this week's Strange 
But True?, which 
reports on the 
staggering number 
of UFO sightings 
made by pilots. 

Since 1947, 3000 
UFOs sightings have 
been reported by 
pilots worldwide. But 
Jenny Randles, one of 
Britain's leading UFO 
researchers, believes 
the figure is higher. 
'Only one in 10 
pilots make a report,' 
she says. 

The programme 
reveals how British 
officials have tried 
to silence airline 
crews. Pilot Graham 
Shepherd tells how a 
targe metallic disc 


In August 1978. 
Captain Lou Cockerill 
was piloting a routine 
holiday flight from 
Gatwick to Malta. 
What he saw as he 
flew over Germany 
still haunts him today. 

Cockerill and First 
officer Paul Coombcr 
spotted a white 
sphere flying high 
above them. 'It was 
brilliantly bright,' he 
recalls. 'Two identical 
but smaller objects 
dropped from it and 
shot off at speed in 
opposite directions.' 

Cockerill quickly 
radioed Rhine Air 
Traffic Control. 'They 
claimed they'd jjgen 
nothing on radar but 
we later teamed that 


Won/s Andicw McKenna 
Phvh>'jt:if)hs. Imago Bank, 
M&Y Nows Agency 


dost encounters. 
Jov Coders 


A young music teacher from Birches Head is orge 
first major UFO conference in the city for 20 


MICHAEL ASPEL moves us on 
from deep sea probes to deep 
space mysteries in the final 
edition of Strange But True? 
(Friday. 8.30pm. ITV) as he sifts 
evidence of visits to this planet 
by alien craft. 

The programme concentrates 
on UFO sightings by perhaps the 
most credible class of witness - 
professional pilots. 

The first half provides a 
potted history of UFO-spotting 
and includes interviews with 
serving airline pilots, some of 
whom say they were put under 
pressure at the time of sightings 
not to report what they saw. 

The second half recreates the 
Kaikoura sightings jn New 
Zealand, at an air force base 
where warrant officer Ian 
Uffindell noticed what he 
thought was a freighter 
hovering above the airfield and 
seemingly not intending to land. 

The control room at 
Wellington was equally baffled 
by a second craft on the radar. 

Over several days, the UFOs 
were spotted by pilots and on 
radar. A local TV news crew 
hitched a ride on a plane hoping 
to strike lucky - and did so. 

The plane was allegedly 
pursued by a UFO. and the 
footage can be seen on the 
programme. 


I T WOULD be a luck) 
alien who closely 
encountered 'I raeie 
Austin. 

I rat'iv ha- a Wllllllliy .1' ill. a 
vivacious personality and an 
unshakable belief in me cxis 
fence ol cxira-urrrcsiru. 

Anti should fhe mici• -jIjcIii 
traveller wish lo acquit-. 4 us v 
lul earthly skill, she i« also an 
accomplished musician an.I 
qualified teacher < r the 
pianoforte 

Tracie Austin is a t ilt emliusi 
ast. though you wouldr : think 
it lo look at her Slim blonde 
and uliractive. she s.arcely 
gives the impression some¬ 
one obsessed with nymy 
saucers and strange lights in 
ihe night sky 
Vet since she saw 
an unidentified 
living obiect met 

London seven 
years ago. .Hi- 
year-old Tracie 
has developed .. 
passionate inter 
esi in ihe myste¬ 
rious visions that 
many ol us lend 

10 dismiss jx the 
Mull of bad sci-i’i 
movies 

Tracie is a believer 
— so much so 
that next year she 
is organising 


at crati overhead |t was com 
sal in shape, like a dun.c scap 
li was lloaimg and rotating and 
movme xerx slowly across the 
'k\ cmiltiitg a glow 
I ciHildn 1 believe 11 I d never 
reaiiv thought ahmi* them 
belore and I w. t x simply 
a mazed We watched 11 until n 
disappeared, and Karl said it 
must be soinelhing iruin anoth 
cr planet, or another dimension 
As both Karl and I had seen it. I 
knew we couldn't have mug 
ined 11 An»l in any case, the 
next day the London hvening 
Standard reported that loads 
and loads ol other people had 
seen it loo " 

Thai absolutely convinced me 
Alter that there was no doubt m 
my mind that VHS exist We 
talked lo our 
friends about u 
; and some saul 

ihev si seen I KK 
themselves Even 
an aunt o| mine 
said she d seen 
f one' 

The young musician 
then bee an reail 
mg up 01, other 
I’lf) sieliiings 
and studying pub 
11 shed material on 
Ihe p>*ssihihi\ that 
beings irom oUk-i 
worlds regularly 
enter our terresin 
al air space 
She reail do/eiis ol 
ami magazine' studies) 
and attended confer 
ashlresscd hv recognised 
ities on ihe sumcxt "The 
I studied ihe phenome 
fhe ms.re convinced I 
dial liters is intelligent 
*1 there.’ she i« >k) m-. 
she really believe that 
are Inilv green men 
mng overhead in Using 


Oucst International and a world 
authority on UFOs 

Although orthodox science 
accepts that the balance of 
probability is that intelligent 
lilc docs exist elsewhere in the 
universe. Tracie admns that 
some sceptics will find her 
bclicts eccentric "Of course 
some people will think I’m 
crackers, she told me "Bui I 
would tust ask them tu slop and 
think and lisrcn to the evidence." 

She says that people who close 
Ihetr minds to ihe subject are 
"living in boxes’ 

"All I would is il you don’t want 
lo come out ol vour box. al 
leasi Ini die lid and lake a peek 
outside You might find some¬ 
thing very interesting out 
there ” 

ALAN COOKMAS 


Tracie Austin 
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Slim, blonde 
and 

attractive, 
she scarcely 
gives the 
impression 
of someone 
obsessed 


hasi vein tin- hyhnd, nu: 
lit h\ these ycnclii upci, 
tin-ill' ‘ 

Si. turn HI mill Tracie herself led 
it she had a i-hise cixuunlcr ..t 
the third kind • 

"I'M 1 researchers 
s.iv there are so 
eial types ol alien IQL 

being- xixitinv .1111 |n| 

planet Some are 
hostile and some 
are iricndly § 9 * 

The gtevs arc %juI 

l" he iricndiv and Bffi r 

il I nk| one | sup Kf? 

Pose I j be h.,|i 
scared and hall 
law male.I M» 
heart would race a BR 

bn — like the time 
I saw tin- gh*..! o| 
a headless woman 

Hie Guildhall Bjtjf! 

Ai I ra» ie s coniet 
cnee ai ihe ( hv 
Museun in VM 

Hanley next June. BjW 

Ihe speaker- will 
include (iraham H|fa 

Itudxali. editor m| 
l !•<) Maga/inc. Mjlj 

and Ton> Dodd. Pgr* 

an ex-policeman 
who ix director of MM 


Stallordshire s ttr-i n._ - l| <» 
conlcrcnce in 2<i\cur 

Brought ur in Htrcfti Head 
Tracie attended C’artr jniside 
school belore taking • aftxl A 
levels al Ihe l auUI. • ..liege 

and studying pi a t jf ii ( . 
Ciuildhall .School ut Mu»k o; 
Drama m London 

It was a* a stude- j' the 
Ciuildhall that she i.g- 

hoytriend Karl Hen • • 

Ihev now run the k..,., _ 1 |* - 
Music School in Si. . xaw 

a I’FO in broad day oxei 

the nation s capital 

“We were at the Barbies < entre 
iu«i chatting, and wien w 
looked out ot the window w ( 
both saw this very vir> unu-n 


'S' that m.redib 
people claim t• • 
•ihiluctcd by aliens 
accounts toniradix. 
•' conception •if* 
tnen I lies lend t>. I 
-> men "The evic 
'Is Ihe typical anen 

NUNEATON EVENING TFT 

07 NOV 95 

COULD THERE BEUFO's flying 
over Atherstone? When town coun¬ 
cillor Jock Dixon went out to buy his 
fish and chips one evening, he was 
surprised to see a row of people 
standing outside the shop in Lister 
Road, and staring up at the sky. 
"They were looking at a glowing 
light.'' he said. "It shot off in one 
direction and then back again before 
moving off." Are we being visited by 
aliens or is there a simple explana¬ 
tion? If you have the answer, please 


let your Grassroots correspondent 


know. 









Witnesses scorn j ets theor y 


MILITARY chiefs say that 
suspected UFOs reported 
in the Scarborough and 
Whitby area were believed 
to be jet planes on 
manoeuvres. 

Dozens of people 
contacted the Evening News 
after spotting mysterious 
lights in the night sky. 

But a spokesman at RAF 
Staxton Wold says that there 
were a lot of military aircraft in 
the air on Tuesday 10 October- 
the night when many people 


thought they saw something 
from the unknown. 

The spokesman said that the 
lights could have been from jet 
fighters refuelling in mid-air. 

However, Andrew Crimliss, 
33, of Colesctiffe Road, 
Scarborough, witnessed the 
lights and says the explanation 
does not add up. 

He said: “If they were planes 
refuelling then they must have 
been travelling sideways to do it 
“It was a perfect night to see 


what 1 and my daughter saw. 

“After seeing the lights we saw 
three civilian aircraft and a mili¬ 
tary plane but we saw their lights 
clearly whereas the objects 
around the lights could not be 
made out” 

Mr Crimliss added: “Whatever 
the lights were, they did not 
make any noise. 

“Plus, 1 have seen a video of 
planes refuelling in mid-air and 
the lights that Tuesday were not 
in the same configuration. The 


lights were flying low at the same 
level for a long time and beading 
from land out to sea. 1 think the 
explanation is rubbish.” 

Mr Crimliss saw the lights 
above Scalby but others saw 
them above Sleights, near 
Whitby, Ravenscar, Burniston 
and several days later over 
Mai ton and Norton. 

The spokesman for RAF 
Staxton Wold said he confirmed 
the air activity that night with an 
RAF radar station in Norfolk 
which said that American FI5 
fighters were on exercise in the 
area. 


SCARBOROUGH EVENING NEWS & MERCUR\ 
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Series of talks on weird science 


FORGET the X-Files — 
UFOs, Mars, and dis¬ 
eases from outer space 
will soon be up for 
debate in Willesden. 

A group of alternative ihinkers 
— some call them scientists — is 
arriving in the next few weeks to 
ike part in a startling series of 
:e la lk s on weird earthly 
j,oings-on and spaced-out hap¬ 
penings, in a programme titled 
At The Edge Of Science. 

Packed 

Organisers have been over¬ 
whelmed by interest in the semi¬ 
nars and are expecting packed 
houses for each night. 

Anne Mullanc, events coordi¬ 
nator, said the information hot¬ 
line is Irantic with inquiries from 
people keen to hear more about 
strange phenomena. 

The demand has encouraged 
her to add extra speakers to the 
original line-up and she is con¬ 
sidering organising a follow-up 


by KAMALA HAYMAN 

next year. 

We’ve had so much interest 
wc thought we’d really go for 

She said specialist organisa¬ 
tions such as The Association for 
ihc Scientific Study of 
Anomalous Phenomena are 
thrilled by the event and have 
been asking how many people 
they can bring. 

Inexplicable 

So for those keen on explana¬ 
tions about the inexplicable the 
following times should be noted: 

November 16: Prof Chandra 
Wickramasinghc will reveal how 
diseases are being carried to 
Earth by comets from outer 
space. 

November 23: Lynne Picknctt 
and Clive Prince will discuss 
their belief that the Turin Shroud 
shows a primitive photographic 


image of Leonardo Da Vinci's 
face. 

November 27: Jenny Randles, 
author and researcher with 30 
years’ experience, will debate 
UFOs. Her book Strange But 
True is mentioned in a television 
scries currently showing on 
Carlton. 

November 30: David Percy 
expounds his theory that stones 
seen on Mars resemble the large 
standing stones of Avebury. His 
book Two Thirds has photo¬ 
graphic evidence from NASA 
which he claims supports his 
theory. 

c. D f J Cember 5: Ru P tfrl 

sheldrake summarises seven 

experiments which could change 
the world. They include investi¬ 
gations into the uncanny powers 
of animals. 

He will also show how ama¬ 
teurs can conduct their own 
research for less than £20. 

• All talks are free and begin 
at 8.30pm at Willesden Green 
Library Centre. 
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THE VERY first meeting of the Wigan Area 
Society for Paranormal Study and Investigation 
iWasPsi) at The Orwell was a resounding 
success. 

More than 100 people showed up for the first 
monthly meeting, held on Monday. October 30. 

Unfortunately. I could not attend, but my folks 
were there and said it was an enjoyable evening. 

Young and old alike gathered to hear UFO 
buff David Caytons talk on aerial phenomena 
and some told stories of their own. 

The next meeting will be on November 27 and 
is about ghosts. More details nearer the date. 

On a different note, an Ashton man tele¬ 
phoned me - having seen what he can only 
describe as being a U.F.O. 

And what he saw on that night, around a 
month ago. he says has changed his life. 

The man. who lives near Junction 25 of the 
M6, says he was stood at his back door when he 
spotted something in the sky. It wasn't a plane 
and it wasn't a helicopter, ii appeared to be oval 
in shape and there was a bright light coming 
from it. 

He was transfixed by the object in the sky and 
watched it as it descended, without a sound, 
slowly and at an angle behind the houses 



UPDATE 


with Jon Peake 


blocking his view. 

The man said: "Since then I have been eager 
to read about other sightings and have taken out 
six books from the library on U.F.Os. 

”1 had never taken any interest before that 
night but it is almost as if it has become an 
obsession now. It has changed my life. 

"There must be something else out there, the 
universe is such a massive place." 

Have you seen a U.F.O in the Wigan area? Do 
you want to talk about it? Then contact Jon 
Peake. Tel: 228000. 
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REPORTS of UFOs hovering above 
York have led to calls from baffled 
readers who also claim to have 
witnessed them. 

The Yorkshire Evening Press has been 
inundated with calls following 
Tuesday’s report that bright "flying 
saucer-shaped” objects had been seen in 
the York area. 

Paul Mortimer, 32, of Burton Stone 
Lane, York, saw a number of 
unexplained shining lights as he drove 
from Selby to York at about 4,50pm last 
Friday. 

"1 saw one very bright light quite high 
in the sky as I drove towards Escrick,” 
said Mr Mortimer, a self-employed 
sign writer. “A second later it had 
dropped vertically to more or less the 
height of the tree-line. Then I lost sight 
of it. 

"Further towards Escrick, I saw a light 
in the shape of an upturned flying 
saucer, but at a slight tilt. It seemed to 
glow. It began to flicker and, as it did, 
two smaller lights emerged from either 
side. Then they all vanished. 

“People thought I was making it up 
until it was reported in the Press." 

Three "flickering” lights were spotted 
above the A19 between 4.30pm and 5pm 
the same afternoon by Margaret Batty, 
of Barlby, Selby, and her daughter 
Ruth, of York, who works at Selby 
District Council’s housing department. 
“We were looking east whe^eboth 
saw these lights,” said Margaret. “Thev 


Caroline Greaves, 26, of Leeman Road, 
along with a friend and her three 
children, saw three lights in the 
direction of Clifton at about 5.15pm last 
Friday. 

“They were brighter than fluorescent 
lights," she said. “There was a big one, 
a medium one and a small one, like a 
mother duck and her ducklings. 

' ‘We saw them coming towards us for 
about three minutes and then they were 
stationary for another four minutes. 
There was no noise. 

“I wasn’t frightened, I was very calm 
about it. I have an open mind on the 
subject of UFOs, but I now believe that 
something is goingto happen - and 
happen soon." 




were there one minute and gone the --, 
next.” 
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Incident at Roswell 

BLACK and white film footage of an alleged 
alien autopsy is still being talked about some 
weeks after it was broadcast on television in 
Britain. 

The question is, did mankind receive a vis¬ 
itation from the little white men on July 4, 
1947, in the desert near Roswell. New 
Mexico? 

Evidence of extra-terrestriality and any¬ 
thing out of the ordinary will always fan the 
flames of curiosity. There's nothing we 
earthlings like better than to speculate on 
whether there is anybody out there? 

UFO fans will be delighted to know that 
Incident at Roswell, the documentary broad¬ 
cast on Channel 4 this summer, is now avail¬ 
able as a video. 

If you missed the programme there is now 
a chance to judge for yourself. 

As a baited bonus to those who did, the 
video carries additional footage of the alleged 
autopsy carried out on an alien-looking being 
in 1947. The burning question is. of course, is 
this genuine? 

At the moment experts are looking at the 
film, examining the materials used and doing 
everything they can to confirm or deny its 
authenticity. It was shown as the highlight of 


the eighth British UFO Research 

Association's conference in Sheffield in 

August. 5 : ' - . . 

Incident at Roswell is a fascinating docu¬ 
mentary, put together in a most professional 
way. 

But it really raises more questions than it 
could ever hope to answer, most to do with 
the genuineness of the entire thing. Having 
run through the tape several times, you do 
begin to wonder if this is just one long inter¬ 
planetary wheeze. 

At the end of the video, after the credits, 
the entire contents of an autopsy is shown. 

An alleged surgeon pokes and prods and 
removes an organ or two which conveniently 
go out of focus as they are brou t nearer the 
camera. 

As a documentary, the video is incomplete 
and inconclusive but as the basis of a talking 
point for afficionados of the subject it is a rich 
source. 

This is produced by Union Pictures and 
Big World in association with Channel 4 
Television, runs for 75 minutes and costs 
about £12.99. 
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Should Europe open 
an X-file on aliens? 



Retired marine artist 
John White, 62. of 
Bournemouth, amd ’I 
have an open mind on 
UFO*. The US govern¬ 
ment investigated in the 
’50s and ’60s but we nev¬ 
er heard the findings. 
There is an element of 
secrecy. It is worth in¬ 
vestigating. Once in 
Singapore 1 saw a very 
bright light which hov- 
erod for an hour." 


Unemployed Matt 
Chapman. 19,ofBoum- 
emouth, said: “Govern¬ 
ments of the world are 
covering thia up. The al¬ 
iens are more powerful 
than humana and the 
governments are fearful 
of losing authority. I’ve 
never seen a UFO but 


THE European Par¬ 
liament. which 
brought us uniform 
bananaa and metri¬ 
cation, now wants 
to spend out on ■ 
special probe Into 
UFO*. 

Following accuee- 
Oons from a former 
British defence 
chief of the cover- 
up of a Belgian fight¬ 
er plane being 
chased by a UFO, 
Brussels recom¬ 
mends the setting 
up of X Flee type 
research and • 
tracking station. 


more wacky then . 
straight bananas? 
Am UFOs an Impor¬ 
tant International 
Issue? Is there a 
oovenup? Have you 
or your friends ever 
seen s UFQ7 



Professional naturalist 
Gary LiUey,34.ofWe*t- 
boume. said “I believe 
in other lifeformH. An 
investigation into this 
seems more important 
than spending a couple 
of million revamping 
Bournemouth Square! 1 
travel a lot in the tropics 
where the people believe 
in spirits and ET visita¬ 
tions There's a cover up_. 
probably to stop panic." 



Italian chef Rock Mac- Shop proprietor Nigel 
clone. 51. of Bourne- Colson. 32. of B«rne- 
mouth. said “Something mouth, said: “I ooas sa w 
must be causing this a very bright hovenng 
phenomenon and we green light ovvBsAury 
mtght find out something Rings while the Droid* 
very important We could were thefe. I -was 
do with some help here shocked and baffled. Tin 
to help us to live better sure there are <rtharbfe- 
and stop being sogreody forms out there. An in- 
My grandad saw a big vestigatioo is a good 
disc come out of the sky idea I m certain the Gov- 
and disappear into the eminent knows more 
sea off Napoli." than it is saying.’ 


Store manager Phil Administrator .! 
Park, 32 . of Bourne- Francis. 45. of B< 
mouth, said "There's a mouth, said: “No i 
lot more issues they should be spent c 
should give priority to. and we should be 
like education and hous- Europe — the soor 
ing Seeing is believing better. This is 
I've never seen a UFO wacky I don’t bolt 
and would like them con- l ’Ft >*. I haven’t se 
firmed with my own eyes and know nobod; 

It’s not the sort of thing I has The money i 
worry about. I'm more be spent instead o 
concerned with everyday things as heall 
matters " education “ 


Retired i UiVsfrgfrtar Part time student Retired accountant Al- 
June TsylarjCWaat- Pauline Ellingham. fred Brelsford. 63. of 

bourne, uia 19,ofChanninster.said: Pokesdown. said "Any- 

the subject w**. taken T think the governments thing unexplained is al- 
senously. Whs* pj son know more but are ways interesting and 
was 10 he was shaken scared of major panic some good may come out 
bv seeini * Look w hat happened ofrrsearrh We must ob- 

shapedomcol fly saslni* with the Amencan radm serve pnonties and cash 
window. I also bww a play War of the Worlds spent on Having people 
dnver who wMbiffat- UFOs are not necessHn- dying of cancer is more 
ened when hwjoach was ly anything to be scared important Low level re- 
stopped by a UFO. Hia of. It s OK for them to search would be OK as 
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Shelf stacker Helen 
Sayles. 32. of Poole, 
said: This scheme is a 
bit wacky I’ve heard of 

R le seeing UFOs but 
i’t think I believe 
them. I don’t take much 
interest — I just live my 
life. There are certainly 
more important things 
like feeding the worlds 
hungry I’ve never seen 
a UFu and don't expect 
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